SOME   MISCONCEPTIONS                       3
to do another I believe that the British policy towards India
was a sincere attempt to make her capable of self/government,
and yet when India announced that she was ready for self'
government Britain was shocked She shuddered at India's
impertinence. We heard grumbles against the quality of
modern political authority and sighs about losing our grip on
overseas possessions. We accused ourselves of educating other
races in order that they should have the hardihood to kick
us out.
It was revealed to very few that India was doing exactly
what human reason would have expected her to do, and that
she was responding to the peculiar nature of our political
treatment in the only way consistent with British policy.
Some there are who considei that we are doing the same thing
with equally disengaging results in South Africa, and that if
logic is to be allowed a free hand in Imperial politics the tide
of trouble and discontent is far from flood. That, however,
is another matter. What I desire to stress at the moment is
that the political troubles in India are no more an occasion
for surprise than yesterday's sunrise or that a summer day should
be longer than a winter day; also that Britain was as much
their source as India.
And what of India's mystery 3 Again we must disembowel
racial contradictions. Britain is nominally a religious country.
She, in company with other nations in the Western tradition,
is beautified with Gothic churches. Sunday is still nominally
the Lord's Day even if on it He is frequently made to play
golf and throw darts in a back garden. But as soon as any
other country takes its religion seriously Britain looks on it as
a farmer would on a turnip that grew up to be a cherub.
India takes her religion seriously; that is her "mystery** as far
as the West is concerned. In the Middle Ages the whole
civilised world was acutely religious. When Duns Scotus
penned his thoughts an irreligious people was regarded as
mysterious; to/day, if a nation has the turpitude to act in
accordance with its beliefs it is looked on as a psychological